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Conservatives Taken In by Williamsburg Charter
Dy D.I..CUDOV, Ph.D.ALTIIOVGIt

conscrvnllvc U.S.
Sen. William
Armstrong dccllncd
to sign The

WminmsbiirK Chnrtcrconccrnlng
llic pincc orrcliglon In American
lire bccflusc orrescrvnllons he
hn<l regnrding some oTIts
liui^jitngc/ many other
conservative lenders
iinfortunnlely did lign the
compact. They were concerned
nl>unl our First Amendment
rinlils and the Tact
Hint Ihc role or
religion in our
history line] been
cxcised Trom 49^7
textbooks.
However, ollliough K
our nation wns
Toimded upon
Judco-Clirisllan ia
priiiclnles, The liO
Wiliinmsburg
Ciinrtcr expresse-n n Tear thai our
Inws will establish n
Jtideo-Christlan America and 11
opposes govcrnmenlai favoroT
.such hcliera. Instead edvocnling
the development or"n common
vision Tor Ihc common guo<i."

THIS SOUNDS vi:uv MUCH
like lliu ttirronl "culltirHl
foiisorvatlve" movement, which
Tavors governmcntnl policies ond
tiiws i)iised upon n consensus
among conservative secularists
and conservnlives wllii religious
hcticrs. and wiiiclt liiureroru
iicressarily lucks any ullimate
nmrol nulhorily (God) to whicit

atheists woulil object. Thus, laws
agsinst nhortion. Torexaintiie.
cottkl only be enacted inhere
were a national consensus wtiich
included secularists. II also
sounds very much like educiitur
John Dewcy's desire Tor a
"common ralth," ond thus it is
Important to recogitUc Ihiit many
non-consprvntlve signers oTlhe
Charter wish to use il ns a moans
orteachiiig iiboiil Ihc bcllers and
practices orrcliglons in a
pluralistic manner In the public
sciioois or Mancliesler and
elsewhere In the nation. This
would mean all religions would
be Inught equally (Cliri.stlnnily
ond Judaism on ii par with
others) even thougi). (Vankly,
I liflvc hcnrd no grunt public
outcry Tor students to learn Hud-
dhi.ll clianls. Islamic rituals or
Jain prayers!

THE WOIllil) Qirriculum
Dcveiopmcnl Center in tiic U.S.
developed a course titled,
"itcligion In Human Culture," to
develop nttitudes oTrespect Tor
tlie legitimacy of otiicrs' beliurs
and practices, "sareguarding
against dogmatic 'right
answerism,'" witli pre-tesl and
post-test instrumenls u.sed to
lest attituclinui change. Wiiile
Ihofic uTother faiths .slu>uld not
be porserutud Juxl wi* sl)ould
respect their right to liold
wititlever belicTK they cliuose, this
dues not (lutomaticnlly Inusslute.
in my opinion. Into an obligation
lo re.spucl nil orihe beiieis and
prnclices Miemsulve:i oTall
religion.s, Jews, lor example,
should be under tui obligation tu

respect the all»eisllcvicws and
praclices of Aclolph Hitler.
.Similarly, Jews anil Christians
should nol have "respect Tor"
witciicrun (recently given
tax-exempt status by the federal
government), nor should (hey be
rc(|uired to have an "attitudinol
cliauge" lo respect for Hindu
reiiu-ni nalion when tiie Ilible
claims "it is appointed unto
men once tu die."

Li:ST riCOi'l.l-: think tlierc

is no possibilily oI)jectionnl)lu
religious beiiers may become part
oft heir ciiildren's education, one
might consider tlie rollowing. The
Association Tor Sui>ervisiun ond
Curriculum Development's world
core curriculum is lo be base^l on
proposals put forth by former
U.N. Assistant Sccrelary-Ucncrfil
llr)bert Muller, who has a world
roro curriciiium in The Hubert

Muller School. The underlying
piiilosopliy oniie scliool Is based
upon It Tibetan disciple's
teachings in Alice A. Itaiiey's
(religious syncretist) books uf
iieverai decades ago widcli
menlion a New Age "life
dedicated lo service," the need
lor "stearlily shining points of
ligiit," and wliicii were published
by l.uris I'ulili.'^hing t'ompuny.
called Lucil'er I'ublishing
Cumpaiiy in 1U22. It is hoped Ihat
our iiiiiion'.s cun iculuin plaimers
do nol plan (o subjcLl Uhrislian
and .lewisli students In education
hasoil upon l.ui-iCerian principles.

r.DUCATiON WHICH |>lates
.IndMo-Christian principles un an
(•r|til\aleul basis witli other
I'cligiou.s and non-reiigiuus

principles leads to a
neutrnllintion or syncrelizatlon
ofstuilents' beliefs, or even worse
to a (]UCslioning of their own failh
tlirough "critical thinking." Some
students in Connecticut taking a
high school course on world
religions recenliy said tlie knowl
edge gained had encouraged
them lo rc-cxnmine their
ramllles' beliefs, and one student
staled: "I found out I agreed with
a lot of religious Ideas, and 1
wasn't .supposed lo. II didn't
weaken my faith in God hut
tirouglil me out of noman
Calliolicism into a more basic
philosophy of religion." (The
New York Times, March ID. 1900)

Kvcniually. many sludenls'
religious belicl's might even be
destroyed, ns Sidney Hook
(signerofthe llumanisi
Manifesto) aald In "The
llumanisi" magnxine; "Huninn
beings can lie influenced lo
examine rritically their religious
lieMefs only by indirection. Hy
indirection. I mean Ihe devehip*
nicnt of a critical altitude In all
our educationiil inKlitutions that
will nim to make students less
t redulnus to claims lhal
transcend their rellecllvo
experience.... " This
undermining of the rcligiou.>:
principled whii-h conservative
Christians and Jews want tu
protect and promote Is the
primary rciison they shouUI
withdraw their signatures from
Till! Williamshurg (rimrler.
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